



















































































PDC/Spring Trails, LLC
Habitat Asessment Report Impacts

4.3.4 - Wildlife Movement within the Study Area

The study area is located at the base of the San Bernardino Mountains with uninhibited movement
throughout the study area and to the north, east, and west. The location of the proposed access road
alignments near the San Bernardino National Forest and other undeveloped land, allows easy access
for many large mammal species. There are no physical barriers surrounding the study area other than
sparse residential development. The expanse of undisturbed land surrounding much of both proposed
access road alignments is conducive to wildlife traveling throughout the study area. During previous
surveys in the study area, large numbers of mule deer (up to 10) were often observed foraging in the

general vicinity.

The canyons and drainages found along the foothills of the San Bernardino Mountains can also be
used for localized movement within a species’ active use area. The drainage features that would be
impacted by the roads could potentially provide wildlife movement corridors to the south, but the
existing Frontage Road and Interstate 215 create an almost impenetrable barrier.

Recommendations: Prior to completing the construction plans, measures should be developed to
avoid blocking any major wildlife use areas such as steep canyons and drainage features. This can be
done by adequately sizing any bridge structures over existing drainage features. Overall impacts
associated within wildlife movement cannot be completely determined until a final road alignment
has been designed for each access road. Drainage features of concern include Meyers Creek
associated with the primary access road and Cable Creek associated with the secondary access road.

4.3.5 - Critical Habitat

The southern portion of the secondary road access lies within the area designated as critical habitat
for SBKR (Exhibit 7).

Recommendations: A formal consultation between U.S, Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and
USFWS is required under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. Any impact to a USACE

jurisdictional drainage feature provides the federal nexus required for Section 7 consultation.
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SECTION 5: MITIGATION MEASURES . .

Mitigation Measure BIO-1

Impacts to Cable and Meyers Creek will require wetland permits from the USACE (Section 404),
Regional Water Quality Control Board, ( RWQCB) (Section 401) and CDFG (Section 1602).
Mitigation for impacts to these two creeks include the restoration and/or enhancement of the creeks
onsite, creation of RAFSS and sycamore alluvial woodland on or off the project site (access roads), or
payment into an approved mitigation bank at a ratio determined through the permitting process. All
three regulatory permitting agencies (USACE, CDFG and the (RWQCB) must review and approve
the proposed permit conditions, as developed in a Habitat Mitigation Monitoring Plan (HMMP),

Mitigation Measure BIO-2

To avoid impacts to nesting birds, vegetation shall be removed outside of the nesting season, which is
typically between mid-January and August 31. If construction activities take place during the nesting
season, a survey shall be conducted to determine the presence or absence of nesting raptors within the
respective access road alignment. If the survey concludes that, there is an active nest(s) within the
road alignment, prevention measutes (i.¢., buffer zone around nesting area(s)) will be needed to avoid

“take” of the nesting species and its nest.

Mitigation Measure BIO 3

The project will be designed to recognize and preserve wildlife movement, particularly corridors
associated with Cable Canyon and Meyers Creek. The integrity and functionality of each wildlife
movement corridor shall be preserved.
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Flora Compendia

Salvia mellifera black sage

' Meliaceas 501 Mahogany Famil
Melia azedarach China berry

Eucalypius camaldulensis river red gum
Eucalyptus globulus blue gum
Eucalyptus polyanthemos red box

QOlea guropaea olive

Evening Primrose Family
hummingbird trumpet

. SycamoreFamily

racemosa western sycamore

Phlox Fam

hamata h.Obk.éd hévarféﬁa

whaat Famil

fygo Buckwheat Family:
Davidson's buckwheat

Eriogonurm

davidsonii

Eriogonum fasciculatum California buckwheat

naceae.

Rhamnus crocea

Adenosfoma fascictlatum chamise

Rubus ursinus California blackberry

‘Pop'd.'us' . fremontii Frémbnt cottonwood
Salix exigua narrowleaf willow
Salix laevigata red willow

lasiolepis arroyo willow

Auassia Family.
tree of heaven

aftissima

Datwa wrightii '
 Tamaricacea

Tamarix ramosissima

Family

Poaceae Grass Fa
wild oat

Avena ' .' félda .

Bromus diandrus ripgut brome
Bromus madritensis compadct brome

Bromus tectorum cheat grass



Flora Compendia

| Cupressaceae S cypress Family
Juniperus californica California juniper

Canscardincess 0 sumaor Cashow Family.
Rhus trilobata skunkbrush

Toxicodendron diversitobum poison oak

Ambros:a R acé.;lfh.ica'rpé o

Artemisia californica California sagebrush
Artemisfa douglasiana mugwort

Artemisia dracunculus tarragon

Brickeilia californica California brickellbush
Centaurea solstitialis yellow star thistle
Hetianthus annuus common sunfiower
Heterotheca grandifiora telegraphweed
Lepidaspartum squamatum California broomsage

Stephanomeria virgata ssp. pleurocarpa tall stephanomeria

. Brassicaceae

' Brassfca 'bféck musiard B

Brassica rapa field mustard

 Cactaceas
Opuntia

.."fttoré!rs

Chenopodium album lamb's quarters

Cucurbita palmata coyote gourd

Marah macrocarpus wild cucumber

Chamaesyce prostrata prostrate sandmat
Croton californicus California craton
Croton setigerus dove weed

Ricinus communis castor bean

i

scoparius common deerweed

Fagacede
Quercus berberidifolia

‘californica
white sage

apiana
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Fauna Compendia

* Phiynosomatida e s
Sceloporus graciosus vandenburgianus southern sagebrush lizard

Uta stansburiana side-blotched lizard

 Odontophoridae: -

" Callipepla " californica

 Hawks

' Acei o
Buteo mja'ma."censr'é h red-tailed hawk

Falco

sparverius
. Cuculidae
Geococcyx

céf}'forniéhd;s
 Trochilidae

Archilochus
Calypte anna

ci

Céfabfes avratus

Savornis saya Say's phoebe

Tyrannus verticalis western kingbird

. Lanilda

Lanius ludovicianus

' Tokdsro'nia' redivivim
- Emberizidas
Pipilo

'maéui'arué '
Pipilo crissalis California towhee

Zonotrichia leucophrys white-crowned sparrow

éiﬁméﬂa ' r:?ég!c.-:;cﬁta h

 Feingitidae
Carpodacus

mexicanus house finch

Carduelis tristis American goldfinch

bééchéy}'

- Geomyidae
Thomomys

Camdae i
Canis fatrans

coyote
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Photograph 1: Looking north from the central portion of the primary access road alignment. This
is a representative photograph of the Riversidean Sage Scrub along the alignment.

T T T

otograph 2 Looing orth fro the entral portion of the pnmry acess road alignent. his
is a representative photograph of the Ruderal vegetation along the alignment.

Source: Michael Brandman Associates, 2008.
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Photograph 3: Vie souhwest from the central portion of the secondary access road alignment.

Photograph 4: Looking northwest from the souteast portion of he secondary access road
alignment. This is a representative photograph of the Eucalyptus Woodland along the alignment.

Source: Michael Brandman Associates, 2008.
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Photograph 5: Looking north from the southern portion of the secondary access road alignment.
This is a representative photograph of the Non-Native Grassland along the alignment.

Photograph 6: Looking nort from the outhern pio o e seonda ccess road Iignent.
This is a representative photograph of the Riversidean Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub along the alignment.

Source: Michael Brandman Associates, 2008.
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Phtograph 7 his is a representative photograph of the Riversidean Sage Scrub along the
secondary access road alignment.

Source: Michael Brandman Associates, 2008.
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